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The symptoms of swine plague are never clearly defined and it is very difficult for veterinarians to distinguish this disease from hog cholera, especially when one is complicated with the other. Some observers consider swine plague secondary to hog cholera, in that it does not become dangerous to animals until they are first weakened by the attacks of the cholera germ. After this it may be able to gain headway and cause death. The visible symptoms of swine plague are almost identical with hog cholera, the animals showing loss of appetite, rapid breathing, and coughing. The temperature of pigs affected with cholera is usually higher than that in simple uncomplicated cases of swine plague.
The examination of the carcass of a dead hog does not reveal changes that will differentiate swine plague from hog cholera. Pneumonia is described as a fairly constant sign of swine plague, but this is also found in hog cholera when the lungs are affected. The other internal changes of swine plague so closely resemble hog cholera that experts often fail to distinguish between the two.
The treatment of swine plague is very unsatisfactory because of the uncertainty in diagnosis. If animals were actually suffering from a straight case of swine plague pneumonia, good nursing, clean quarters, fresh air, and careful feeding would be effective treatment. Unfortunately, swine plague and hog cholera are confused to such an extent that many believe that when swine plague occurs, hog cholera is also present and is in reality the cause of the disease. The usual recommendation when doubt exists as to the identity of the disease is to consider and treat it as hog cholera. Vaccines and serums are offered to prevent and cure this disease, but they have not found wide acceptance.
INFECTIOUS OR NECROTIC ENTERITIS   (NECRO)
Necrotic or infectious enteritis of swine is a widespread disease affecting all breeds. Pigs under six months of age are most often affected. This disease is frequently called "necro," a nickname for the germ which was formerly